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WELCOME TO RICHMOND VOLLEYBALL NEWSLETTER

January to March 2007 
	Would your company like to sponsor this space?  Reach 1300 local people! Please contact us contact@richmonvolleyball.co.uk  
	Volleyball is the 2nd most participated team sport in the world.  Join us and be part of a dynamic team sport! 


MAIN HEADLINES

1. Richmond achieves Volley 1 Clubmark 123 accreditation
2. Volleyball is in a top 5 priority sports in Richmond Schools.

3. Sponsorships/Grants
4. Team News

5. Richmond Schools Development (Competitive Edge)
6. Training Venues 
7. Building stronger strategic relationships with existing and new community members

8. Welcoming our new staff members

9. Up and Coming Events

10. Volunteers!  We need referees, coaches and other skilled people to join us!

11. General Announcements 

1.0
CLUBMARK ACCREDITATION
Congratulations to all members of Richmond Volleyball!  We are now officially accredited Clubmark Volley 1 under Volleyball England's Volley 1-2-3 programme. Richmond Volleyball is the first of two London clubs to be award this and join 14 other clubs nationally. Please read more on the Sport England Clubmark site:

http://www.clubmark.org.uk/news/richmond-volleyball-club-inspires-school-curriculum-volleyball
2.0
VOLLEYBALL IS IN A TOP 5 PRIORITY SPORTS IN RICHMOND SCHOOLS
After the meeting in March 2007 with Richmond Schools Sports Partnership, Richmond Volleyball can announce that Volleyball is now recognized as one of the top five priority sports in all Richmond Secondary schools and will also be introduced to several primary schools for 2007/08. This is a fantastic achievement for Richmond Volleyball and the sport in general.  Richmond Volleyball started the Competitive Edge volleyball programme in February 2006 and has delivered 3 terms of coaching sessions and organised several competition finals for various age groups. The response by the students and teachers has been - we want more! 

3.0
SPONSORSHIP / GRANTS

Our big thank you goes to our supporters and sponsors. It would be impossible to reach as far as we are now without their strong backup. Richmond Volleyball is affiliated to Sport Richmond and for the second year has received an equipment loan which will enable further development and expansion. 
The equipment will be used for junior squads and running 9 weeks Richmond Summer League opened to all ages and abilities. As a Clubmark accredited organization, Richmond Volleyball received a £200 grant through Volleyball England’s Small Grants Scheme. It is specifically aimed at introducing volleyball to primary schools in the borough during this summer term. And it has been put to use already during one day of mini-volleyball in Barnes Primary!
4.0
TEAM NEWS
· Richmond Senior Men have been struggling to find their way due to a number of senior players retired from last season. The team is showing promise from the development work based around St Mary’s and Kingston students.
· Richmond Senior Women been haunted by injuries, the team is regrouping after having several new players recently joining in. There also has been some shuffling in the playing roles within the team. A big improvement in individual skills is evident. 

· St Mary’s Men: The Men are BUSA’s South East Conference 3A Divisional Champions. In Surrey League Men have won 6 games and lost 1. Within 12 months the coaching delivered by Richmond Volleyball has seen the student training numbers grow from 12 to 30, the teams are competing and developing better technical skills. Furthermore, St Mary’s students are integrating well into the Richmond Volleyball club with Rob Snart and Justin Robertson receiving call-up’s into Richmond Men’s seniors’ team. 
· St Mary’s Women: The women finish a creditable mid-table in their BUSA’s South East Conference 2A Division. In Surrey League the Women have won 2 games and lost 4.
· Richmond Juniors U19’s: The U19’s Men are South East Regional British College’s Champions and in the British Colleges Finals they achieved Silver.  The U19 Women finished a creditable 3rd place in the South East Regional British College’s Championships. 
· Richmond Juniors - Boys U16’s:  After playing for just 3 months, the boys competed for the first time in the u16 Junior National Championships (2nd round) and contested against a strong group of teams.  The team did not qualify for quarter finals but showed a lot of potential and now they are looking forward to London Youth Games and possible selection for London u17’s team in the Inter-Regional Championships.
Three players Ashley Roberts (Christ School); Mike Buck (Whitton School) and Michael Hones (Teddington School) were given England Cadets Invitations.
· Richmond Juniors – Girls U16’s: Girls resumed training in February and recently travelled to Leyton College in their bid to be selected for the London Squad for Inter-Regional Competition in May. Some of the girls are going also to apply for London Youth Games Richmond squad.
5.0
RICHMOND SCHOOLS DEVELOPMENT (COMPETITIVE EDGE)

· Secondary Schools: During January to March Richmond Volleyball coaches have been focusing on year 9, 8 and 7 delivering four weeks of volleyball coaching to seven schools and organised two cluster finals and a Championship League Final.  The Cluster A winners were Hampton B and Cluster B winners were Grey Court A.  The Championship League Finals involved all seven schools (14 teams) playing a total of 43 matches hosted by St Mary’s University College.  The u14’s Champions were Christ School.
	Division 1
	Division 2
	Division 3

	1. Christ’s A

2. Hampton B

3. Grey Court A

4. Christ B

5. Hampton A

	1. Orleans Park B

2. Teddington B

3. Grey Court B

4. Orleans Park A

5. Whitton B


	1. Whitton A

2. Teddington A

3. Waldegrave A

4. Waldegrave B




· Primary Schools: Barnes Primary Schools was the first in the Borough to have Richmond Volleyball coaches (Vera Kenyon and Evan Penglis) delivering a new programme for 8-10 years olds. During the course of one day around 100 children, some of them for the first time in their lives, had experienced this Olympic team game. The interest was undoubtedly boosted by fantastic presentation for the whole school which involved the Head Teacher Mr Hartley and PE teacher James O’Donnell competing against the Richmond Volleyball duo.

6.0
TRAINING VENUES 

· St Mary’s University College: The College helped to win the bid for the 2012 Olympic Games and has been identified as the centre in one of two South London clusters to offer pre-Games preparation and training camps for other countries. The strength and conditioning suite has recently undergone a £60,000 redevelopment and provides a high-quality training experience. The English Institute of Sport also uses the facility to train their high performance athletes in a professional environment that is dedicated to ensuring the highest possible standards of training.
· Richmond College: Richmond Volleyball has linked-up with Richmond College to enhance the current u18 academy programme run by Carol Gordon. Also Head Coach for England Cadet Boys Squad.
· Christ School – Richmond Volleyball secures Christ School as a junior volleyball development centre.  

· Whitton School Sports Centre will be receiving a grant of £12m to redevelop its leisure and sports facilities. 
7.0
BUILDING STRONGER STRATEGIC RELATIONSHIPS WITH EXISTING AND NEW 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS
· Scholarships: St Mary’s University College offer sport scholarships to students who demonstrate sporting excellence. Volleyball is now a recognised sport to be awarded a college scholarship.  For more information go 
http://www.smuc.ac.uk/Life-and-support/Finance/bursaries_scholarships/Scholarships.htm
· Sitting Volleyball: Sitting volleyball has enjoyed full Paralympic status since 1980 and represents a very exciting game that can be played on a casual level by everybody. This form of volleyball is fantastic for inclusion of all members of the community as it has the same status for people with or without disability.  Richmond Volleyball is up for ‘new challenges’ and wants to develop sitting volleyball. If you are interested in getting involved and help with Richmond’s sitting volleyball programme we would be keen to here from you.
8.0
WELCOME TO NEW STAFF MEMBERS

Richmond Volleyball would like to welcome 3 newly qualified coaches and 1 highly qualified:

· Carol Gordon (FIVB Level 2 / EVA Level 2) – coaching Richmond College (u19’s)
· Vanessa Lavelle (Level 1) 

· Walid Odah (Level 1) 

· Tom Bean (Level 1) 
There are plenty of opportunities within the development programme of the club for the new recruits to develop their coaching skills from the basics to the team work.
9.0
UP AND COMING EVENTS
· Coaching Course (Level 1):  In order to support our fast expanding school programme we need to recruit more coaches. And what would be the better option than to train our own!  We have organised a nationally recognised Level 1 Coaching Award course which is being held on 5th and 6th May at St Mary’s University College. Tutor – Paul Westhead. There are still spaces available – but please hurry. For more information go to www.richmondvolleyball.co.uk/events/events.shtml 
· Summer Events: This year a very popular Richmond Summer League will be running again. After considering feedback and suggestions we have received from players, the League will run at the same location - Old Deer Park, but will start slightly earlier than last year. There also will be slight changes in the rules. We will also be running a Summer of Sport programme for 6 weeks and this will be held in the middle of the summer.  Venue to be confirmed. For further information on these events go to http://www.richmondvolleyball.co.uk/events/ 
10.0
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We need people who want to be coaches, team leaders and/or organisers, referees, scorers to support our dynamic junior and adult programmes. If you want to get involved but need training, we will advise on appropriate courses and might be able to support your interest.  If you have the following qualities: drive, positive attitude, ambition to grow and develop your skills, if you are open to new and innovative ideas and  want to grow with a young dynamic volleyball club, please contact David Rijvers to get involved! dr@goldeneye7.freeserve.co.uk 
11.0
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Richmond Volleyball web site is now live although some parts are still under construction.  Put it on your favourites and view regularly for the latest updates on training, news and events. The address is www.richmondvolleyball.co.uk 
If you would like to contribute an article to the Newsletter please contact Vera or David.
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Accredited Volley 1 Clubmark under Volleyball England's Volley 1-2-3 programme
Affiliated to Volleyball England, London Volleyball, Surrey Volleyball and Sport Richmond
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