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RICHMOND VOLLEYBALL NEWSLETTER
“SOWING SEEDS FOR GROWTH”

October to December 2006 
MAIN HEADLINES
1. Name change - Richmond Volleyball (formerly Whitton Volleyball Club)

2. U’16’s Richmond Junior teams (National Championships)

3. Clubmark 123 accreditation
4. Richmond’s Competitive Edge Schools Volleyball FINALS
5. Team News

6. Training Venues 
7. Building stronger strategic relationships with existing and new community members
8. Welcoming our new staff members

9. We need referees, coaches and other volunteers!

10. Up and Coming Events

11. General Announcements 

FIRSTLY, SEASON GREETINGS TO ALL OUR VOLLEYBALL MEMBERS AND PARTNERS AND TO THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
1.0 
NAME CHANGE – “RICHMOND VOLLEYBALL” (FORMERLY WHITTON VC)
Whitton VC underwent a name change last month and has now become known as Richmond Volleyball.  The new name is more in line with our strategic vision and partnerships.  Richmond Volleyball is probably the fastest growing volleyball community in London.  Richmond volleyball now has 200 players from adults, students and juniors.  We also have 11 qualified coaches.
2.0
U’16 RICHMOND JUNIOR TEAMS
Richmond Volleyball made a very large step moving towards the goal of centre of excellence by entering for the first time two teams (boys and girls) into the U16 National Championships. Although the girls did not quality for the 2nd round, coach Vera Kenyon was very encouraged by their performance. After playing together only 3 times, they faced two of the best U16 teams in the country.  Many of the girls have been playing volleyball for only seven weeks through Richmond’s Competitive Edge Volleyball Programme.  The boys received a bye and qualified into the 2nd Round held in January 2007. Good luck to them.
3.0
CLUBMARK 123 ACCREDITATION
We are currently going through Clubmark 123 accreditation with Volleyball England and hope to be fully accredited by the end of January 2007.  This is the national accreditation scheme designed by Sport England that helps volleyball clubs with a junior section develop good structures and direction. 
4.0
RICHMOND’S COMPETITIVE EDGE SCHOOLS VOLLEYBALL FINALS
For tens weeks, eight Richmond secondary schools (year 10 & 11) received coaching from Richmond Volleyball developing their skills and knowledge of volleyball.  After a hard selection process a squad of 12 girls and boys from each school were chosen to represent their school and compete in the Finals on Thursday 7th December 2006 at St Mary’s University College, Twickenham.  Grey Court was the all overall winners followed by Teddington, Hampton CC, Sheen, Christ, Orleans Park and Waldegrave. Whitton unfortunately pulled out due to mock exams on the day.  The highlight was the vast improvement in standard of play, communication skills and behaviour, which was second to none. Richmond Volleyball is looking forward to work in January 2007 with years 7, 8, and 9 in all Richmond’s Secondary schools. A big thank you goes to all the coaches and helpers involved: Vera Kenyon, Luke Thomas, Dasha Sobornova, Susie Lehmann, Neil Kenyon, Ashley Fletcher and David Rijvers.
5.0
TEAM NEWS

· Senior Whitton Men – having been relegated to London Division 1 the men have been struggling to find their way due to a number of senior players retired. However the quest to turn this around will be soon as a new squad is growing from the development work based around St Mary’s and Kingston students.
· Senior Whitton Women – having been haunted by injuries last season, the team is regrouping after having several new players recently joining in. There also has been some shuffling in the playing roles within the team. Although Ladies are yet to see their first win, a big improvement in individual skills is evident. 

· St Mary’s Students – Men: the team has made very positive progress sitting in the top half of the BUSA 3A league and Surrey Div 3. The team has grown from 6 players last year to 12.

· St Mary’s Students – Women - the team has made very positive progress sitting in the top half of the BUSA 3A league and Surrey Div 1. The team has grown from 6 players to 10.
· Kingston University teams– this is Richmond’s 1st year. This season only a Men’s team is competing in BUSA 3A league. The improvement made in 3 months has been very encouraging. Team is playing now an advanced system and players show steady progress in their technical skills. 
· Kingston College teams: this is Richmond’s 1st year. Attendees are enjoying 1 hour sessions, but more advertising needed to increase numbers. Sports Development Group of the College has developed alternative joining scheme and hopes for more players to join after Christmas. The aim is to get involved in competition between colleges or London Youth Games.
· Richmond Juniors: as a result of the Richmond Competitive Edge programme 30 juniors (60% boys and 40% girls) are training regularly. The aim is to have them prepared for their next major competition. 
6.0
TRAINING VENUES
· St Mary’s University College: In the next 18 months St Mary’s will be upgrading its indoor sports facilities to provide a new sports hall (2 volleyball courts) and sports science and rehabilitation facilities (providing a total of 4 to 5 volleyball courts). This further develops St Mary’s role as a centre of Excellence and base for the English Institute for Sport and to develop facilities suitable as a training venue and holding camp for the 2012 Olympics.  St Mary’s is a designated high-performance centre for sport, and promotes excellence through high-quality coaching and top-class sport science and sports medicine support services.
· Christ School provides venue for Junior Development: In January 2007, u16 Richmond Juniors will be able to train twice a week.  Wednesday’s at St Mary’s form 8.00 to 9.30 pm and on Friday’s at Christ from 7.00 to 8.30 pm.  This is again a major step forward for Richmond developing junior club excellence.

7.0
BUILDING STRONGER STRATEGIC RELATIONSHIPS WITH EXISTING AND NEW COMMUNITY MEMBERS
· Volleyball Scholarships - Richmond Volleyball are building stronger relationships with St Mary’s University by supporting scholarships for volleyball to students who demonstrate excellence. Students will be expected to maintain their high levels of achievement in volleyball and to contribute to the ethos and mission of the College as well as acting as an ambassador for sport at St. Mary's. For more information go to www.smuc.ac.uk 

· Richmond College: there is a strong volleyball tradition at Richmond College and Richmond Volleyball has linked-up to enhance the current u18 academy programme run by Carol Gordon who has had over 20 years of service as a player/coach in the National League and in her spare time managed the Eng/GB Men’s Squad between 1989-1996 and since then has been coaching the England Cadet Boys Squad. Richmond Volleyball is very pleased to partner with Richmond College as this will allow natural continuation for our current u16 players. 
8.0
WELCOMING OUR NEW STAFF MEMBERS

Due to Richmond’s extensive growth in the last 2 months we have had to recruit a number of new coaches and would therefore like to welcome the following:
· Lyes Sola (level 2) – Coaching St Mary’s students

· Nevil Kapadia (level 3) – Coaching  Seniors and Juniors 
· Mark Stoelinga (level 2) – Coaching Kingston University Students
9.0
VOLUNTEERS NEED

Richmond Volleyball is literally taking off and is becoming one of the fastest volleyball growth areas. To sustain continuous growth the club needs more volunteers and professional staff. As a club we need people who want to be coaches, team leaders and/or organisers, referees, scorers to support our dynamic junior and adult programmes. If you want to get involved but need training, we will advise on appropriate courses and might be able to support your interest. 
If you have the following qualities: drive, positive attitude, ambition to grow and develop your skills, and you are open to new and innovative ideas and  want to grow with a young dynamic volleyball club, please contact David Rijvers to get involved! dr@goldeneye7.freeserve.co.uk 
10.0
UPCOMING EVENTS

· Working with Kingston College delivering a Level 1 coaching course. This is being held on 16TH -17th December @ Kingston College. For further information contact:  lizzy.walne@kingston-college.ac.uk   Places are still available but please hurry!

11.0
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENT: 

· Richmond Volleyball Web site: in order to promote and market our expanding volleyball club we are pleased to announce that we are launching our comprehensive web site in the very near future. www.richmondvolleyball.co.uk 

· London Malory an elite National League Division 1 Club for Men and Women (hosting many Great Britain and England players) are training at one of Richmond Volleyball training venues. We hope this will build into something very exciting for Richmond Volleyball. 

Finally, Richmond Volleyball would like to wish a Very Happy Christmas and New Year to all our members and partners and to thank you very much for your continuous support and hard work.  We really appreciate it!
Stay motivated, fit and safe and see you all you in January 2007.
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