WHITTON VOLLEYBALL CLUB

Associated with St Mary’s University College as a volleyball centre of excellence

WHITTON VOLLEYBALL CLUB NEWSLETTER
“GROWING TO NEW HEIGHTS”

JULY TO SEPTEMBER 2006
1. Clubmark 123 accreditation
2. St Margaret’s Fair - July 2006 - a Big Success

3. Richmond Summer League
4. Summer of Sport 

5. Richmond’s Competitive Edge Schools Volleyball Programme
6. Partnership Development
7. Teams
8. Training Timetable

9. General announcements & Volunteers 
1
CLUBMARK 123 ACCREDITATION
Whitton is currently going through Clubmark 123 accreditation with Volleyball England.  This is the national accreditation scheme designed by Sport England that helps volleyball clubs with a junior section develop good structures and direction. 
2.
ST MARGARET’S FAIR JULY 2006 - A BIG SUCCESS
Whitton VC supported this year’s popular fund day for all the community at St Margaret’s Fair on Saturday 15th July 2006 by offering free volleyball to all who attended the event.  With brilliant weather and record crowds the fair offered a non-stop programme of live and recorded music, hosted by West Middlesex hospital and usual array of charity stalls, craft, children’s entertainment, beer tent and refreshments.  The volleyball was a great success with more than 50 juniors and adults having a go. This year’s profits will be split between local schools and match funding toward Richmond councils refurbishment of the Moormeads play area and sports pavilion. Thanks goes to Vera Kenyon, Neil Kenyon, David Rijvers and Hayley Mangan for helping out.
3.
RICHMOND SUMMER LEAGUE
After 9 weeks of fierce competition, the 1st Richmond Summer League run by Whitton Volleyball Club has named its winners. The games were played in the Old Deer Park and showed some exciting volleyball that attracted a few spectators.

Anthea Hendricks and Neil Kenyon got to the top positions earlier in the competition and maintained them to the end in spite of some very serious claims from other 10 players on the last night of the tournament. But at the end it was Anthea who took home the bottle of champagne as the first winner of the League. Neil got the second place. And just one point brought Hamed Malti ahead of David Gilbert as he scooped the third award. 

Vera Kenyon commented that the Richmond Summer volleyball league is an important developmental step to grow the local volleyball community. We hope to continue this new venture next summer and have further local support. 
4.
SUMMER OF SPORT
This was another great volleyball success for the Richmond community and our thanks goes to Vera Kenyon and David Rijvers for organising this in association with St Mary’s University College as venue hosts.  The idea behind the ‘London Summer of Sport’ is to open up sporting facilities and venues across the capital for free (where possible) where organised and structured activities will be available for the local community to participate in and by developing the London Summer of Sport, the Mayor of London is ensuring that building the sporting legacy that was such a key part of the bid, London will also become a landmark city for delivering lasting value. This is the first year of the London Summer of Sport project and Whitton Volleyball Club was the only volleyball club in London to embrace this programme. We look forward to hosting this again next year and please forward to your feedback to Vera to support this case!  
5.
COMPETITIVE EDGE SCHOOLS VOLLEYBALL PROGRAMME (YEAR 10 & 11)
Whitton Volleyball Club conducted a pilot programme last year with six secondary schools (year 10 & 11). The programme was so successful that the schedule was to be repeated for this coming autumn term to all eight Richmond’s secondary schools.  From January 2007 Whitton VC will also be delivering a volleyball programme to year 8 & 9 to all Richmond’s secondary schools.  
This is a major achievement for volleyball as the latest Olympic sport to be part of Richmond Council’s highly successful Competitive Edge initiative.  Vera Kenyon commented that our volleyball partnership with Competitive Edge aims to identify, train and support gifted and talented youngsters in our community for the Olympic sports with London 2012 the main goal. This means Whitton is involved in the heart of developing over 200+ school children in competitive sport. The club would like to thank Luke Thomas, Vera Kenyon, Dasha Sorbornova and David Rijvers for their coaching and organising efforts. 
6.
PARTNERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
· St Mary’s partnership is growing even stronger with the introduction of 2 new teams entering into the Surrey League.  After last year’s regular disciplined training provided by Whitton coach David Rijvers the students progressed very quickly gaining a better understanding of the basic skills and rules involves.  At the end of the season they had grown with much confidence and were eager to have more competition. David commented that he was pleased with their development and more importantly they started to enjoy the game, The Surrey League will help prepare the students for their BUSA matches. The students have their first match on Sunday 1st October 2006. We wish them well!  
· Having achieved much in one year with St Mary’s University College, Whitton are now venturing  with Kingston College and Kingston University. This is great news as the popularity of volleyball is growing in our community and there will be further local competition.  Whitton looks forward to welcoming our new coaches. 
7.
TEAMS
With over just a week to go all Whitton teams will be embarking on their 2006/07 London League campaign. It is important that you contact the respective team secretaries and register with the teams.
· 1st Women’s match – Tuesday 3rd October (Away)

· Contact - Deborah Lane  deborahlaneuk@gmail.com 
· 1st Men’s match – Wednesday 4th October (Home)

· Contact – Evan Penglis riankour@aol.com 
Fixtures tables to follow shortly. Other matters contact Vera - vera@marinegeo.demon.co.uk 
8.
TRAINING TIMETABLE
	Autumn, Winter & Spring

	Day
	Group
	Location
	No. of Courts
	Time

	Monday
	Juniors (16-18)
	Kingston College
	1
	17.00 – 18.00

	Mondays
	Students (18+)
	Kingston College
	1
	18.00 – 20.00

	Tuesday
	Students (18+)
	St Mary’s University College (Tennis Hall)
	2
	20.00 – 22.00

	Wednesday
	Club members
	St Mary’s University College (Tennis Hall)
	2
	20.00 – 22.00

	Sunday
	ALL - OPEN
	Whitton School Sports Centre
	1
	18.00 – 20.00


	Name
	Address details

	Kingston College
	Kingston College, Kingston Hall Road, Kingston upon Thames Surrey, KT1 2AQ

	St Mary University College
	Waldegrave Road, Twickenham, TW1 4SX (Tennis Hall)

	Whitton School
	Percy Road Twickenham Middlesex TW2 6JW


Sunday’s have already started – so the make most of it before your first match. There will also be training for the Students at St Mary’s on Tuesday 26th September and Whitton players on Wednesday 27th September from 8 to 10pm (tennis hall).

9.
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congratulations for a job well done.  We have two new referees – so anybody wishing to be a nuisance on court - watch out!  Don’t mess with them. 
· Olga Polunin – GRADE 4

· Deborah Lane – GRADE 4

10.
VOLUNTEERS NEED

Volleyball is taking off – literally and Richmond is becoming one of the fastest volleyball growth areas with Whitton VC at the heart of this. However the biggest obstacle to growth is the lack of coaches for all ages and general leaders/organisers.  As a club we do need people to who want to be coaches, leaders and/or organisers supporting our dynamic junior and adult programmes. 

If you are interested and have the following qualities: drive, a positive attitude, someone who is looking to grow and develop themselves and their skills, someone who is open to new and innovative ideas, and someone who wants to grow with our volleyball club. Please contact David.
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